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Letter from the President Inside this issue:

Hello FALA members, FALA Annual Hike & Meeting Flyer 2
Waking up to temperatures in the 40’s here in Brooksville FL is a great sign that the intense, | SSLA Fall Pack Trial Flyer 3
very hot summer is behind us! It certainly was a challenging year keeping our Camelids

cool and healthy. We are almost at the end of hurricane season, so hopefully we can mark it | FWC Sponsor Form 4

off as an uneventful season!
Teaching Alpacas NOT to Pick Up Feet 5
Your FALA board and Southeast Llama Rescue (https://www.southeastllamarescue.org/)
work closely behind to scenes to help farms with re-homing of animals throughout the year. | Calendar of Events 9
If you know of farms in need, on either side of the situation, please reach out to Claudia
Hammack at SELR or any FALA board members to help get these animals placed in forever homes!

If you know of any new Florida Alpaca or Llama farms, remind them it is only $25 a year to be a FALA member. They can be part of our
“Sharing and Caring Camelid Community” and enjoy all of the different events and benefits we offer throughout the year! Go to
www.falainc.com to join.

Our FALA Annual Meeting and Alpaca/Llama Hike will be on Sunday, November 5 at Withlacoochee River Park, Dade City, FL. As always,
we start the day with a trek through the woods with our alpacas and 1lamas, have our annual meeting, review election results, and picnic. Bring
your own food to eat, alpacas and llamas for the hike and bring a dessert to share with the group.

Entry to participate in the Florida State Fair is due December 1, 2023. Go to https://floridastatefairag.com/shows/llama/ for more
information!

We are very excited about our 3™ annual Florida Winter Classic show, which will be on Saturday, January 27, 2024, at Florida Classic Park
again. If you have never shown an animal before, this is a great way to get started. It will be a fun, inexpensive way to show your animals and we
welcome all new and returning participants!

Thanks to our amazing Gold Level Sponsors Mazuri Feed, Only Way Realty-Citrus, and
Guardian Angel Alpacas for once again supporting our show. Without sponsors like them, we
could not put on this amazing show! We are still looking for additional Gold ($100) and Silver
($25) sponsors as well as vendors ($25). If you have craft items, sign up to be a vendor and sell
your products at our show.

We already have 4 food trucks participating in this year’s show, so come hungry and invite your |
friends! Admission is free to the public so spread the word! {
All Show forms are located at http://www.falainc.com/FWC24.html

PLEASE come out to our annual meeting / hike in November and participate in our Florida
Winter Classic in January!

Thanks for your support,
John Previte

FALA President

*The information printed within this publication is for informational purposes only. Always rely on your veterinarian for advice and treatment. The opinions ex-
pressed in articles, letters, ads and editorials are solely the opinions of the author(s) and do not necessarily express the views of FALA. Acceptance of advertising/
bulletin board items does not imply endorsement of products or services. Articles, letters, pictures and other contributions are welcomed.
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FALA Annual Llama Hike

and Meeting
November 5, 2023
Withlacoochee River Park
12449 Withlacoochee Blvd
Dade City, FL
9am -- 4pm

9am — 11am walk/hike
Noon — Lunch
2pm — 4pm Meeting

We will begin the day at 9am with an easy 2 hour walk/hike with or without
llamas/alpacas. If you like, bring the animals' packs/blankets to get them ac-
customed to something on their backs. What a great opportunity to try out
your pack and some natural obstacles!

Those not walking may come early—bring your chairs, spinning, weaving or
checkerboards to relax and enjoy the wonderful park scenery! And bring items
for the raffle.

Lunch is Bring Your Own and a potluck dessert.

After lunch we will have the meeting and announce election results.
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Fall Pack Trials
Ellaberry Farm
4178 Old Clear Creek Road
Hendersonville, NC 28792

November 18 and 19 2023
On site Camping
Accommodations nearby
Saturday Night Dinner on and by the fire
Advanced and Basic Courses
PLTA Certified
Contact Mary Rose Collins for Trial Information
Contact Donna Justice for site information
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, r FALA Winter Classic Hori
) {Ii ALPACA / LLAMA SHOW .
Florida Alosca & Llaina Aeazz ation Inz, Saturday, lanuary 28, 2023 e

SPONSOR FORM

The FALA Winter Classic is a one day show for all Florida alpaca and llama ranches wishing to
participate in Halter and Performance classes. The event will also feature vendors and food
trucks. Spectator admission is free.

4 As a Sponsor your name / company name will be added to all FALA Winter Classic
advertisements and FALA website.

#  Dwring the event, sponsors may setup an advertising table at no charge.

Show starts at 8:00 AM and ends at approximately 5:00 Ph
Sponsor fee is $25.00.
Please make checks payable to FALA Inc.
hail this form, the check and any business cards or flyers that youw wish to be
displayed at the event to FALA 26093 Dlympia Road, Brooksville FL 34601.
=  MNOTE: You may also bring business cards or flyers on the day of the event to
have displayed at the Sponsor tables.

o o0 00

Sponsor Mame:

Phone NMumber:

Email Address:

Business Type:

Veterinary: Shearer: Breeder:

Other:

Services include:




Thisis one set up
forworking with
the legssalo.
Hotice that there
are otheralpacas
in views and that
thesize of the
penis just big
enoughfor the
handler and

alpaca tostandin.

PAGES

CAMELIDynamics by Marty McGee Bennett

Fromhaltering and leading, totoenail trirmning and shearing, CAMELIDyna mics quides alpaca owners to more efficientways
of handling their [westock resulting in a minirum amount of stress for hurman and aniral alike.

Teaching Your Alpaca

NOT to Pick Up His Feet!

y in the world would you want to texch your
alpaca NOT 1o pick up his feat? I know this sounds
like exmctly what you dont want to do but red on.
No doubt about it trirraing toenails is hands down
the raast problematic of alpaca management chores.
Triraraing toenails is a problem pretty much every-
where I 0. There raust be something that could
and should be done differently to razke it easier for
alpacas to accept having their nails trirmed. If it is
“broke™... fix it!

There are 2 num ber of possible explanations for
the difficulty of enail trimrming.

1. Alpacas use their legs as their primary rasans
of defense — that is, to run from what could
be dangerous.
2.Male alpacas bite the legs of other male alpams
as part of 2 rimalized dorminance process.
3.Male alpacas bite the legs of female alpacas
to encourmge them to lie down for breeding,
4.There is a problera with the way that human
beings go about the process of trirraing wenails.

e can't change the basic nature of the alpaca. ..
in the short term anyway. We could make termpera-
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ment more of a priority when making breeding
decisions, but that is a different article. So it would
appear that numbers 1-3 are really out of our
hands, dovetailing nicely with the oft-quoted
wisdom, “The only behavior you can change is
your own.” So I am going to put my money on
number four.

It’s Not the Trimming

The actual trimming of toenails is really casy. It
doesn’t require any particular skill or strength to
snip off the extra growth of a toenail. It doesn’t
require much time or any specialized tools, and it
doesn’t hurt. But getting the leg and foot in hand
and keeping it there long enough to trim the toe-
nails is another matter all together. An adult alpaca
that is determined to thwart your efforts at trim-
ming his nails can be amazingly slippery. Trimming
the toenails of twenty or thirty difficult alpacas may
in fact be beyond the physical limitations of the
very people to whom we are selling the alpacaasa
lifestyle... women, older people, and the less-than-
physically-fit. My experience is that many if not
MOST alpacas are difficult to one degree or anoth-
cr when it comes to having a pedicure. Even the
animals that are casy are casy because they don't
fight very hard — not because they actually cooper-
ate. I meet very few alpacas that will stand quietly
carrying their weight on the remaining three legs
without some degree of propping up. Acting as the
couch for thirty or so alpacas, much less a hundred
is not my idea of a nice day, even if they are not
actually fighting,

Trimming toenails is something that must be
done on a regular basis, and it is important from
the standpoint of both health and aesthetics. It
would make a great deal of sense to invest some
time in learning to do it well and teaching our
alpacas to accept it. And here is the kicker, pardon
the pun... I think the major reason that we find
ourselves with difficulty trimming toenails is that
we do not teach an alpaca to accept having his legs
handled BEFORE we attempt to pick up his feet.
Or to say it another way... we must teach the

alpaca NOT to pick up his feet.

Cooperation or Intimidation?
The problem is that we misinterpret fear for coop-
cration. The alpaca is NOT picking his foot up

because he understands what it is that we want and

has magically decided to cooperate. He is picking
his foot up because he is afraid. We then compound
the error by refusing to give the foot back when the
alpaca wants it back by being too determined to get
the toenails trimmed in that moment. This
approach teaches the alpaca to begin using preemp-
tive behavior to keep his feet out of our hands
because we have made the process frightening.

This explains why alpacas often get worse about
toenail trimming, NOT better. What begins as sim-
ply picking the foot up to keep it away from us
humans becomes picking it up and hiding it under
the opposite leg, followed shortly by sinking down,
and finally by cushing to cover up the legs altogeth-
er. Once an alpaca has learned this little trick of
escape and evasion, it works so well that it becomes
a challenge to get him to give it up.

I would submit that the typical way we go about
trimming toenails is only reinforcing a very natural,
instinctive avoidance response, instead of teaching the
alpaca what he really needs to learn and that is,
overcome his instincts and allow us to handle his legs.

Teaching the Alpaca NOT
to Pick Up His Foot
Thankfully, the way back is not that hard but it
does require a shift in thinking. We must first teach
the alpaca NOT to pick up his foot! We must focus
initially on helping the alpaca keep his feet on the
ground and ONLY after we can run a hand down
the leg without an evasive reaction do we move on
to actually picking the foot up. When we do pick
the foot up, we must give it back almost before the
animal asks for it.

The following process is uscful for both teaching
a young alpaca to accept having his legs handled
and his toenails trimmed. It is also the same process
I recommend for rehabbing alpacas that have
become difficult. Lessons are very short: 3-5 min-
utes and there is no need to work daily or even
weekly. If you weigh your alpacas on a regular basis,
this can be a good time to work on this, to. It
takes a longer period of time to change the mind of
an alpaca that has already made it up, than to avoid
causing the problem in the first place. That is not to
say that the process itself is more time-consuming.

There are many different ways to approach the
physical set up. You can work in a catch pen with a
second person; you can work alone in a space just
big enough for you and your alpaca, or a slightly
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CAMELIDynamics

Above, Thisis the bracelet. Itlsa
very useful technique for balancing
an alpaca while someone olse works
on the legs.

Right The bracelet In use as a second
handler begins the process of teaching
the alpaca to accept handling of the
front legs.
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larger space with a number of alpacas
crowded up inside. If you choose to work
with a single alpaca, the ideal pen size is
about 4-5 feet by 6-7 feet. This area
should be near or next to other alpacas.
The mast important element of the set up
is to create a way of limiting movement
without tying or restraint. In a recent col-
umn, I wrote about using panels to create
areas for toenall trimming (se¢ #he SPROG
issae of Alpacas Magazine),

Working with a Helper
If you are working with a helper, his or her
job isto act as a balance spotter — that is,
to help keep the animal in balance, not to
restrain him. A light support with one
hand under the jaw and the other in the
groove that is just behind the bottom lip
that I have named "the bracelet™ is a great
tachnique (see photos above). If you are
working alone in a small space with a singe
alpaca, you can hang a bag of hay or offer
grain to creats some incentive to stand.
With your alpaca in balance, begin by
standing next to and facing the rear of the

alpaca. Put the hand/arm that is closest to
the alpaca across the body (see photos or2
the yasxt page). This will allow you to help
manipulate the alpaca’s kalance, You want
the weight on the leg with which youare
working. In this way, youcan help the
alpaca keep his foot on the ground, After
all, it is very difficult to pick up a foot
when there is weight on it! Remember,
this is about teaching your alpaca to keep
his foot DOWN, not about having him
pick it up. Your alpaca will have to shift
his weight before he can pick the footup.
With your hand across the back, you will
feel the beginning of the weight shift.
Correct it and help your alpaca succeed.

Working on the Leg

Use the back of the other hand to make
circular motions, beginning at the upper
shoulder and moving down the leg. Dont
work slowly Make ane circular motion
and then slide your hand down the leg a
bit and make another. Each circle may
take a second or two — no more, If at any-
time, you feel the alpaca begin to shift his
weight, use your hand across the back to
bring the weight back into neutral, AND
MOST IMPORTANTLY, move your
other hand back into safe territory.

Your goal is to help your alpaca stand in
balance withour leaning toward you ar
leaning against your arm and to teach him
that you understand his body language.
“Yep I getit — youare afraid and notice
I am listening!” If you insist on moving
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into scary temitory and ignoe your alpaca’s early
subtle indications of feag then you will leave hir
no choice but to "“talk’ rore loudly. This reans
your alpaca will begin practicing the kinds of
behaviors yousesk to avoid — namely picking the
foot up, cushing readng. .. It is AMAZING once
your alpaca really believes that you wall reteat when
he is afraid, te will kt youdo moe and more.

Work with the ear less in rauch the ;e way.
Place the hand closest to the alpaca acmss the back
and use it to shift the weight onto the kg with
which you ae working. It is more difficult to work
alore with the ®ar legs unless youralpaca is highly
raotivated by food Be prepared that pogmess on the
mear legs will come a bit more slowdy. Reraeraber
that, unless and until your alpaca is willing to stand
quietly with your handfarm msting acmss the back,
you are not ready to move to the nextstep. Laying
the proper foundation for a house goss sbwly and
dossn’t offer dramatic pogmss at finst —it & a dan-
gerous step 1o skip.

Work on each lez for a minuate orso. I like: left-
front; left-ear; aght-front; right mar. Move your
hand = far as you can down the leg, FROVIDED
your alpaca can accept it. Them are some anircals
that, for whatever reason, have trouble wath your
hand acmss the body. It may take afew lessons to
get past that., Abeays begin with what your alpaca
CANdo and practice only what he can do success-
fully. A perfect lesson is one in which your alpaca
never picks his foot up. I know it is a bit counter
intuitive, but it woks!

Until your nest Aipaeas Magazve arrives in your
roailbox, try this pooess on a few alpacas. Teach
thern to keep their feet on the ground. Ture in next
tire and we will move on to actwlly picking up
the feet.

Happy Handling!

FOr over 20 years, Marty MoSea Bannett (B.S. Animal Behavior,
Unheersity 07 GR0rgi) has traveied the workd teaching camelid
enthusists how D better understind and mone SUCCESSTUlN
rele D thesawondemilanimals. Theauthor of three books,
inzluding the best-salling Gamedic Comeamon, and the star
of ssven instructional videas, Martys vok s tanshrmed
the vay ownars, breaders, and wetarimrians rndi and train
alpacas. bartycan be reached at wom)camelidynamics.com
OF marw&camelidynamics.com.

The handlersare teac hing this alpaca to keep the frontfeeton the ground & they are
handled Notice thatthe handler woorking on the legs has her hand over the backto
pick up indications ofshifis in balan ce.

One handler balances the alpacawehile another works on teaching handling accept
ance ofthe rear leg. Notice thatthe alpaca & being balanced and NOT restrained.
The handler atthe head isusing the full length of the arme. This makes the alpaca feel
less threatened and atthe same meallows the handler tosee more of what i qoing
on with the animal’s balance,
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We’re on the
Web!
Falainc.com

2023 Calendar of Events

November 5 — FALA Annual Meeting and Hike
Withlacoochee River Park, 12449 Withlacoochee Blvd., Dade City, FL
Bring your own lunch and a dessert to share

9am Hike until noon, FALA Meeting and Election Results to follow Lunch
See flyer on Page 2

November 18-19 — SSLA Fall Pack Trial, Ellaberry Farm, Hendersonville, NC
For Registration contact May Rose Collins,mrc604(@tampabay.rr.com
For Site information contact Donna Justice, Ellaberryllamafarm@gmail.com
See flyer on page 3 for more informtion

December 1 —FL State Fair Llama Show Entry Form Deadline
https:/floridastatefairag.com/shows/Ilama/

* Need to re-home a llama or alpaca? Contact Claudia Hammack, llamachick@yahoo.com

* Youth interested in showing a llama or alpaca for FFA, 4-H, or for fun? Contact Tracy Weaver,
lotsallamas@earthlink.net
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