
Hello FALA members, 
 
The HEAT is on! I have recently spoken to a lot of new Florida alpaca and llama 
farms starting their Camelid journeys. Our FALA board and membership wel-
comes you and we are happy to help and answer questions.  
 
Be vigilant, watch your animals and learn their routines. If they seem off, make 
sure they are not overheating. If you wait, it may be too late! I personally have 
JumpStart on hand and provide it to any alpaca or llama not acting like them-
selves. I cannot stress enough the importance of proper animal management to 
“Beat the Heat! Please remember to always provide plenty of water, shade, shelter, and fans for your animals. If they need 
shearing, please find a shearer or try it yourself! Hose down their legs and bellies only if it is really hot and they don’t have ac-
cess to a wading pool or sprinkler! If you can add electrolytes to their water, please do! 
 
Reminder:  our FALA Alpaca/Llama Educational Seminar is on Saturday, July 20 ,from 8am-4pm at The Realtor Association of 
Citrus County, 714 S Scarboro Ave, Lecanto, FL. Our special guest speaker is Dr. Eduardo Arroyo, a Camelid expert from the 
University of Florida. We also have Nicole Taylor, a fiber expert speaking; tips from our ALSA Judge on the difference between 
showing alpacas and llamas, Vet Tech tips on how to prepare for Vet visits, a fiber project and more! It is free if you are a FALA 
member or $25 for non-FALA members which includes this year's membership. Please see the flyer for more details and 
RSVP right away to ensure a spot. As in the past, this seminar allows for a lot of sharing of information from farms, totaling 
well over 100 years of experience. If you are a new alpaca and/or llama farmer, I highly recommend joining us! 
 
Reminder if you haven’t paid your 2024 yearly $25 FALA dues, please do so! If you know of other farms that are currently not 
FALA members, please share our information with them. If you wish to purchase lunch it is $10.They can go to  
http://www.falainc.com to sign up. 
 
We truly have a jam-packed calendar for the remainder of the year and into next year. We are very happy to announce our 
second show of the year, The FALA FALL Alpaca and Llama Show on Saturday and Sunday, October 26

th
 and 27. More 

details coming soon! 
 

September - FALA Meeting - Sunday, September 15, location TBD Social - 1pm, Meeting - 2:00pm 
October - FALA Fall Fun Show - October 26 & 27, 8am- 5pm. New two-day alpaca and llama show at the Hernando Fairgrounds, 

Brooksville, FL 
November - FALA Annual Meeting, Picnic, and Llama Trek Sunday, November 10th -    Withlacoochee River Park, Dade City, FL  
January 26th, 2025 – 4th Annual Florida Winter Classic Alpaca and Llama Show at Florida Classic Park, Brooksville, FL.   

 
With the hot summer months in full swing, PLEASE be safe! Shear, shade, water, and fans! 
 
 
                                                                                                           John Previte 
                                                                                                          FALA President 
 

*The information printed within this publication is for informational purposes only. Always rely on your veterinarian for advice and treatment. The opinions ex-
pressed in articles, letters, ads and editorials are solely the opinions of the author(s) and do not necessarily express the views of FALA. Acceptance of advertising/

bulletin board items does not imply endorsement of products or services. Articles, letters, pictures and other contributions are welcomed.  
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The United Nations declared 2024 the International 

Year of Camelids (IYC 2024). The Year will highlight 

how camelids are key to the livelihoods of millions of 

households in hostile environments across over 90 

countries, particularly Indigenous Peoples and local 

communities. From alpacas to Bactrian camels, drome-

daries, guanacos, llamas, and vicuñas, camelids con-

tribute to food security, nutrition and economic 

growth as well as holding a strong cultural and so-

cial significance for communities across the world. 

 

Camelids play an important role in advancing the Sus-

tainable Development Goals (SDGs) related to the 

fight against hunger, the eradication of extreme pov-

erty, the empowerment of women and the sustainable 

use of terrestrial ecosystems. From providing milk, 

meat and fibre for communities to transport for prod-

ucts and people, and organic fertilizer, camelids thrive 

where other livestock species cannot survive. 

 

Camelids play a key role in the culture, economy, food 

security and livelihoods of communities in Andean 

While looking for camelid 
articles, I came across 
the story on the next 
page about llama twins in 
Georgia. It’s from Winter 
2000 but still interesting. 
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ARE TWINS IMPOSSIBLE/ – NO! 
By Patty Weems 

At Paradise Pastures miracles happen  

everyday! Here at Paradise Pastures we 
have a set of twins. A boy llama who 

weighed 14 pounds and a little girl who 
weighed 10 pounds. 
 

On September 28, 2000, Elena checked on 
the llamas and knew prospective mom June 

Bug was uncomfortable. At noon there was 
a baby on the ground. At the time she 
thought she would get everything done be-

fore the rest of us got home. That's when 
she saw Mom delivering the second baby, 

got on the radio and called for help. I was 
only a mile away, got there quickly and 
grabbed towels to dry the babies off. We 

rubbed them for quite some time to stimu-
late them. 

 
Our little girl would not nurse from Mom, 

even with help, until well into the night and 
next day. My son Cody and I slept in the 
barn that night to watch her and make sure 

she was OK. I'm not sure she would have 
made it on her own. She became very le-

thargic with the cold and seemed to want to 
give up. We took a hair dryer and got her 
really warm and then she slept in between 

us in two sleeping bags to keep her warm. 
She would hum when she had to go to the 

bathroom and I would let her out and then 
put her back. 
 

On Saturday morning the vet called and said 

that her IGG was only 100 so off we went for 
plasma. The Smalleys had plasma and met me 

at the vet's office, and showed us how to tube 
feed. 
 

We tube fed her every four hours just like a 
real baby. She slept beside our bed on a pal-

let, hummed when she wanted out. She would 
run to the barn to potty and check out Mom 
and play for a few minutes. I picked her up to 

go back inside to bed. 
 

We did not have cria coats, so improvised. Lit-
tle Miracle spent a lot of time in the house but 
did get to laze in the sun, and be introduced 

to our baby donkey. 
 

Who would have thought a llama would wake 
you up to go to the bathroom and eat. She is 

perfectly trained and we did nothing. 
 
No one actually thought this 10-pound twin 

would make it, but she has done well. On  
November 3 she weighed 20 pounds.  She is-

n't sleeping in the house anymore, but is still 
getting supplemental feedings until she finds 
the grain. These two are beautiful and full of 

life. Our Little Miracle runs just like the others 
even if she is last. It does look funny to see 

her in with all the other llamas. She looks like 
a little dwarf chasing after giants. 
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2024 Calendar of Events 

We’re on the  

Web! 

Falainc.com 

July 20  — FALA Educational Seminar— 8:00am - 4:00pm 
  Citrus County Board of Realtors, 714 S Scarboro Ave., Lecanto, FL 

  See flyer and form on Page 2 

 

September 15  — FALA Meeting, Location TBD 

 

October 26 & 27  — FALA Fall Alpaca and Llama Show 

  See flyer on Page 3 

 

  

Need to re-home a llama or alpaca? Contact Claudia Hammack, llamachick@yahoo.com 

 
Youth interested in showing a llama or alpaca for FFA, 4-H, or for fun? Contact  Tracy Weaver,  
          lotsallamas@earthlink.net 

http://www.falainc.com/FWC24.html
mailto:mailto:llamachick@yahoo.com
mailto:mailto:lotsallamas@earthlink.net

